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Week 1 Member Guide

SERMON RECAP: WHATDID THE TEXT MEAN? WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Recall the main points from this week’s message:

* | am chosen by God so | am favored (v.3)
* | am chosen by God so | am different (v.4)
* | am chosen by God so | am adopted (v.5)
* | am chosen by God so Hallelujah (v.6)

Having the ability to know our value as God’s children is important for understanding our identity as Christ-
followers and our role in fulfilling the mission of God.

*  What thoughts/feelings did this week’s message stir in you?

WARM UP

*  What teams/organizations/groups do you participate in/on?

* What is your role on that team/organization/group?

* Describe to the group how well you could perform for your team/organization/group if you did not know
what was expected of you.

THE TEXT: WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR ME?

Jesus is teaching His disciples the importance of commitment and obedience to His love. He refers to himself as
a vine and His followers as branches. With Him/connecting to Him they can do all things and outside/apart of Him
they can do nothing.

* In your view, what does it mean to be committed and obedient to Christ’s love?
* In what ways do you struggle with commitment and obedience to Christ’s love?
* What is at the root of your desire to abide in Christ? Has this always been the root? Has it evolved?

Page 1



* How has the root of your desire to abide in Christ shaped your identity as a person?

Recall vs. 9-12

Jesus commands His disciples to remain in His love and in order to remain (abide) in His love they should keep
His commands. For Jesus, there was a connection between obedience & being in His love. When we obey Jesus
we show our love for Jesus and because of our love for Jesus we obey Him.

New Testament scholar Gerald Borchert comments on the cyclical nature of verses 9-12:

“Here some of the elements of the circle of love are enunciated. They are as follows:

The Father loves the Son (cf. 3:35; 17:23), and the Son obediently loves the Father (cf. 10:17;14:31); the
Son loves his followers, and they are to love and obey him (cf.13:34;14:15,23); loving and obeying the
Son also implies loving one another (cf. 13:34;15:12,17); God not only loves the disciples but loves the
world and gave his Son for its people (cf.3:16); but many in the world love darkness and do not do the will
of God (cf.3:19;14:24)....Bearing fruit therefore means loving others as God loves them and giving
witness to the world. Such fruit bearing is possible only by abiding in Jesus, the Vine.” !

* From Jesus’ teaching in verses 9-12 what is the role of a disciple?
* How easy is it to live out this role? How difficult?

* How are you managing to succeed?

* In what ways are you struggling?

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus gives his final command to His disciples.

* In one sentence how would you communicate the purpose or mission of Jesus’ disciples?

CLOSING THOUGHT

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit...fruit that will last.

-Jesus

! Borchert, G.L., The New American Commentary: John 12-21, vol.25B (Nashville: Broadman & Holman,
2002), 146.

Page 2



